
POTDEVIN MACHINE CO. 
26 Fairfield Place 

West Caldwell, New Jersey 07006 

December 16, 2002 

TELECOPY AND CERTIFIED MAIL/R.R.R. 

Seth Ausubel, Remedial Project Manager 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 
Region II 
Emergency and Remedial Response Division 
290 Broadway, 19th Floor 
New York, NY 10007-1866 

Re: Response to § 104(e) Information Request 
Recipient: Potdevin Machine Company, Inc. 
Location: Berry's Creek Study Area 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

Dear Mr. Ausubel: 

This is in response to the October 21, 2002 § 104(e) Information Request ("Information 
Request") sent by Janet Conetta, Strategic Integration Manager, Emergency and Remedial 
Response Division of the United States Environmental Protection Agency to Potdevin Machine 
Co., Inc. ("Potdevin") requesting information pertaining to the above-referenced Location. 

As confirmed in the November 12, 2002 letter from McElroy, Deutsch & Mulvaney, 
LLP, our environmental counsel, you granted Potdevin a 30 day extension until December 21, 
2002, within which to respond to the § 104(e) Information Request. 

Potdevin provides the following response to the § 104(e) Information Request to the best 
of its knowledge, information and belief: 

Potdevin was a former operator at the premises known as 200 North Street, Teterboro, 
Bergen County, NJ ("Site"). Potdevin used the Site for the fabrication of small mechanical 
equipment such as labeling equipment. In 1997, during the course of site renovation and 
removal of underground storage tanks, a discharge was discovered and reported to the New 
Jersey Department of Environmental Protection ("NJDEP"). Investigation and remedial actions 
were commenced. As a consequence of the proposed sale of the Site to Party Rental Ltd. in 
1998, the requirement to comply with the New Jersey Industrial Site Recovery Act and the 
regulations promulgated thereunder (hereinafter referred to as "ISRA") was triggered. As part of 
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the ISRA compliance activities, all areas of potential environmental concern have been fully 
identified, investigated and addressed in accordance with the applicable requirements of NJDEP. 
In fact, NJDEP has issued No Further Action determinations for almost all of the areas of 
concern. The remaining area is currently being addressed pursuant to an approved remediation. 

The remedial actions conducted at the Site to date confirm that Potdevin is not in any way 
responsible for the release or threat of release of hazardous substances, pollutants, and 
contaminants in or affecting the Berry's Creek Study Area. To the contrary, the investigation 
and remediation conducted at the Site to date confirm the Berry's Creek Study Area is impacting 
the Site. 

A voluminous amount of documentation was produced with regard to the ISRA filings 
pertaining to the ownership and operational history of the Site as well as the investigation and 
remedial actions undertaken. In order to provide a concise and complete response to the 
Information Request, Potdevin is providing you with copies of the following documents: 

1. October 30, 1998 Preliminary Assessment Report prepared by Matrix 
Engineering, Inc. ("Matrix") submitted to the NJDEP under ISRA Case No. 
E98313 ("1998 PAR"); 

2. January 31, 2000 Remedial Action Workplan and April 12, 2000 Remedial 
Action work plan Approval (together referred to as "RAW"). 

3. February 27, 2001 Remedial Action Progress Report. 

4. February 25, 2002 Remedial Action Report. 

Together these documents are referred to as the "Response Documents". Potdevin believes that 
this Response along with the Response Documents constitute full compliance with the 
Information Request, and establish that Potdevin is not in any way responsible for the release or 
threat of release of hazardous substances, pollutants, and contaminants in or affecting the Berry's 
Creek Study Area. 

RESPONSE 

Potdevin offers the following response to the Information Request: 

1. a) Potdevin Machine Co., 26 Fairfield Place, West Caldwell, New 
Jersey 07006-6207; 

b) A New York Corporation; 
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c) Robert S. Potdevin, President; Robert A. Potdevin, Chief 
Executive Officer, 26 Fairfield Place, West Caldwell, New Jersey 
07006-6207; 

d) Potdevin is not a subsidiary or affiliate of another corporation, nor 
does it have any subsidiaries. 

e) Not applicable. 

f) Not applicable. 

2. From on or about 1950 until 2000, Potdevin leased and operated at the Site known 
as 200 North Street, Teterboro, New Jersey, Block 307, Lot 9. 

3. From commencement of operation in or about 1950 until 2000, those operations 
ceased and Potdevin departed in 2000, it used the Site for the fabrication of small mechanical 
equipment such as labeling equipment. 

4. As set forth above, Potdevin leased and operated at the Site from approximately 
1950 until 2000. During that time, other operators used portions of the Site, including, but not 
limited to, Party Rentals, Ltd., the current owner of the Site. See Appendix lof the 1998 PAR 
for a complete listing of the ownership and operational history of the Site up through 1998. The 
Site is currently owned by Party Rental, Ltd. 

5. Potdevin has no information with regard to the current addresses for the operators 
listed in the 1998 PAR except for Party Rentals, Ltd. whose current address is 200 North Street, 
Teterboro, New Jersey. Prior to around 1950, the Site was part of a golf course. The current 
building was completed in or about 1950, whereupon Potdevin commenced operations at the 
Site. Shortly thereafter, Bendix also commenced operations at the Site. The building at the Site 
consists of one single story brick and block building, built on grade with a concrete floor. See 
Appendix 1 and Appendix 2 of the 1998 PAR for a complete description of the site history and 
narrative of aerial photographic search for the Site. 

6. As set forth above, from about 1950 until 2000, Potdevin has used the Site for the 
fabrication of small mechanical equipment such as labeling machines. During that period, other 
tenants also occupied portions of the Site. In fact, Party Rentals, Ltd., the current owner of the 
property has conducted operations at the Site from 1989 to the present. See Appendix 1 and 
Appendix 2 of the 1998 PAR for a complete description of the operations conducted at the Site 
and the areas of the Site where Potdevin conducted its operations. 

7. As the result of the exercise by Party Rental, Ltd. of its right to purchase the Site, 
Potdevin ceased operations at the Site and relocated in 2000 to its current facility at 26 Fairfield 
Place, West Caldwell, New Jersey 07006. 
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8. As set forth in the 1998 PAR and as confirmed by Matrix, Potdevin's 
environmental consultant, Potdevin used only small quantities of hazardous materials on-site and 
generated only one hazardous waste stream in its operations. The waste stream consisted of 
flammable paint waste from the use of thinners. 

9. With regard to all federal, state and local environmental permits, see page 9 and 
Appendix 5 of the 1998 PAR. In addition, Potdevin had a permit from the Bergen County 
Utilities Authority, Permit No. 00-1041 

10.-ll.With regard to the identification and manner of use of hazardous substances 
stored and handled at the Site, see attached listing prepared by Matrix and the 1998 PAR. 

12. With regard to the flammable paint wastes generated from the use of thinners, 
these materials were disposed of by Safety Kleen. Waste oil generated as a result of the on-site 
remediation activities was disposed of through Fuel Tank Maintenance Service. 

13. The person in charge of determining how hazardous substances and wastes are 
handled with regard to the Site would have been Robert A. Potdevin, Chairman of the Board of 
Potdevin, in consultation with J. David Calvert, P.E., C.S.P. of Matrix located at 170 Highway 
35, red Bank, New Jersey 07701. 

14-15. As discussed above, during the course of site renovation and underground storage 
tank closure activities in or about 1997, a discharge was discovered and reported to NJDEP. 
During removal of two underground fuel oil tanks in 1997, a historical discharge of No. 4 fuel oil 
was discovered. The release occurred from corrosion holes in the tank and piping. As a 
consequence of the proposed sale of the Site to Party Rental, Ltd. in 1998, the requirement to 
comply with ISRA was triggered. Potdevin has been undergoing ISRA compliance under Case 
No. E98313. As part of its compliance actions, all areas of environmental concern at the Site 
have been investigated. Certain of the areas required further investigation and some remedial 
activities. As summarized in the response documents, particularly the RAW, all but one area of 
concern have received No Further Action determinations from NJDEP. The remaining area of 
concern being addressed is associated with contamination of groundwater by number 4 fuel oil 
and vinyl chloride. The remedial activities were approved by NJDEP and any contamination has 
remained on-site. As confirmed by the Response Documents, the investigation and remediation 
conducted at the Site to date Potdevin has not leaked, spilled or released any hazardous 
substances, pollutants or contaminants to the Berry Creek Study Area. To the contrary, due to 
tidal influences, the Berry Creek Study Area has been impacting the Site. 

16. See attached Request for Information Regarding Chemical Releases to the Berry's 
Creek Study Area, page 5, completed by J. David Calvert, P.E., C.S.P. on behalf of Matrix. 

17-18. Potdevin obtained no materials containing Industrial Waste from its customers. 
As set forth above and in the Response Documents, Potdevin's operation at the Site consisted of 
fabricating small mechanical equipment such as labeling equipment. 
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18. Not applicable. 

19. Potdevin has no additional information with regard to other companies or 
associates that sent Industrial Waste to the Site. 

20. Robert S. Potdevin, President and J. David Calvert, P.E., C.S.P., Matrix. 

21. See response to each specific question set forth above. 

If you have any questions, or request further information with regard to Potdevin's 
response to this Information Request, please contact us. 

Very truly yours, 

POTDEVIN MACHINE CO. 

Robert S. Potdevin, President 

cc: Clay Monroe, Assistant Regional Counsel 



CERTIFICATION OF ANSWERS TO REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 

State of hJ 

County of JzSAftyC 

I certify under penalty of law that I have personally examined and am familiar with the 
information submitted in this document (response to EPA Request for Information) and all 
documents submitted herewith, and that based on my inquiry of those individuals immediately 
responsible for obtaining the information, I believe that the submitted information is true, 
accurate, and complete, and that all documents submitted herewith are complete and authentic 
unless otherwise indicated. I am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false 
information, including the possibility of find and imprisonment. I am also aware that my 
company is under a continuing obligation to supplement its response to EPA's Request for 
Information if any additional information relevant to the matters addressed in EPA's Request for 
Information or the company's response thereto should become known or available to the 
company. 

Robert S. Potdevin 
NAME 

President 
TITLE 

SIGNATURE 

Sworn to before me this 
ft day of beeChifac., 2002. 

RALPH LEE 


